At the Top is 2 Reproduction of 2 Model Showing the Disorderly

Looking Toward Capitol, as Proposed in the Plans, is Shown in

View'. From Monument as Designed by the Park Commission i

Key to Illustrations

WASHINGTON AS IT IS TODAY.

Condition of the Mall.
MONUMENT GARDEN AND MALL.

the Center.
LINCOLN MEMORIAL AND FOREST.

Depicted Beneath.
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ILL Washington be
the most beautiful
city in the world?

If the plans for
the beautification of the city, con-
ceived by L’Enfant and George
Washington and worked out in de-
tail by the Park Commission, are
carried out. it will be. If the policy
of considering every building and
statue as an entity without relation
to the whole plan of the city is

adopted, it will not be. Neither will
it lead the cities of the world if the
present proposition to change the
site of the Grant memorial from
the noble Union square to some
other place prevails.

N speaking of the plans of the early
Gesigners of the city and those of
the Park Commission, a notable
architect says:

“Washington and Jefferson ex-
hibited an active personal interest in
the plan of Washington city, and
L'Enfant presented a great artistic
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itton in his design with its pro-
posed park treatment, radial streets,
Jbeautiful vistas, reciprocity of site be-
tween points of interest, and grouping
of Federal bulidings.

‘It seems strange that with this
early tendency we, as a people, should
have ceased to appreciaie the value of
a beautiful composition and necessity
for growth ynder artistic guidance. It
s only in recent years that travel,

ture, and leisure have again called
the attention of our people tp the
pleasure and cultivation derived from
beautiful surroundings.

“The report of the Park Commission
on the future development of Wash-
ington city secured by the efficient
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Nearly Destroyed.

“The model of tI t is, show?
how a want t athy in weil
meaning people destroy«
the great us by
Father of His Country. Sinee the ds
of Madison buliding, ans
monument hs been designed as =&
individual relation
the other, thus the dignity of t!
composition has been jost Lookin
from the Monument to the Capit
one sees a tangle of trees, & jumb
of unrelated bulldings jarring or
withh the other." The unsightly B«
tanic Gerden and the Pennsylvan
raflway =tation are prominent a
unpleasart objects always in plain
view of the Capitol This mode!
graphically displays the want of judg
ment in the disposition of Federal
bufldings without uniformity of design
or grouping, and the thoughticss de-
struction of the beautiful vistas which
constituted the fundamental and dis-
tinctive feature of the criginal plan.

w w
“implieity, Diguity.

*“Tha model of the Mail whick Il
ustrates the proposed T etatemeni
and development of L'Enfant's de
signs, demonstrates what msy be &
complished by directness, simplicit:
and dignity in park treatment ant
srouping of classic structures. The
composition contemplates two princl
pal axes, one east and west, bagluning
with the Capitel and the Grant Me
morial I Unlon square, naving as i
central feature the Washington Monu
ment, and ending with the Lincol:
Memorial, the other beginning witl
the White House, having ns ils oen
tial feature the Monument Garden
ends with the Monument 0 the Con
stitution. The planting and roadway:
of the park, the architectural adorn
ments, and the disposition « new
bulldings are assigned to er asix
these axes and enhance ana dignif
the Capitol, the White Hou
Washington Monument, the
and Grant Memorials, and
morial to the Constitution,
the principal points of Intere
beauty in the compeosition.”
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Prinelpal Part

The Mall system s the principal par
of the great plan outllr by ¢tk
Park Commission, and 1s ectly am
vitally affected by the presen: contro
versy over the location of the Gran
Memorial. Of this system the Par!
Commission, In its report, sald

“The eofty of Washingten, dJduriny
the century singe itz foundation, ha:
been developed in the muin accord
ing to the plan made In 1791 by Maj
Peter Charleg I.’Enfant, and approve:
by Presiden: Washington. That pla:
the Commission has almed to restors
devslop, and supplement

‘“The ‘Congress House' and the
‘President’'s Palace,” as he termed
them, were ilie cardinal features of
the L’Enfant plan and these edifices
be connected by a grand avenue 4
feet in breadth, and about a mile in
length, bordered by gardens, ending
in & elope from the house on each
side. At the point of intersection of
two lines, one drawn through the
center of the Capitol, the other through
the center of the White House, L'En-
fant fixed the site of an equestrign
giatue of George Washingion, one bt

the numerous statues voted by the
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